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office and afterwards on the train. So sufficient were their estimates of our various and complicated expenses that the sum of $35 00, added as a contingency fund to the assumed cost of the round trip tickets, was returned to each paying member on our arrival at Washington: it had not been needed.
It happened that I had organized another European excursion for the summer of 1911, a "geographical pilgrimage" from Ireland to Italy, which occupied nine weeks from August 1 to October 5; its success confirmed my previous opinion as to the high value of such use of vacations for geographers. It happened further that, for the winter of 1911-12,1 was appointed visiting professor from Harvard University to the University of Paris; thus from July, 1911, to April, 1912, all my correspondence concerning the Transcontinental Excursion was conducted from abroad. This was in some measure a disadvantage as far as American letters were concerned; but it was a decided advantage in the matter of securing European members. As a result, the list of foreign members was well advanced on my return home in the spring of 1912, but innumerable details regarding the progress of the excursion along its route remained to be worked out; and upon the adjustment of those matters I worked incessantly from April to August.
Various memories of that strenuous period come to my mind-The printed list of European members proved, as I had from the first believed that it would, a conjuring rod in the way of securing recognition for our plans. The opportunity of welcoming so distinguished a body of visitors was eagerly seized by my correspondents in all the places where we proposed to make brief stops, and where it was therefore desirable that we should receive a personal welcome. The abounding hospitality offered to us by commercial clubs and chambers of ftfvmTnp.rp.fi of various cities, as well as by various individuals in smaller places, as soon as they became persuaded of the serious nature of our enterprise, was Immensely helpful in carrying our plans to completion. In nearly every case the reality was beyond the promise. It was a gratifying surprise to the American members, as well as a matter of astonishment to the Europeans, to see how we were welcomed and eared for, day after day, during our long progress. The supply of automobiles sufficient to carry our entire party across distances of 60 and 80 miles